[Are hydrophilic areas of polypeptide chains always identical with epitomes? Discussions on the problems related to immunoglobulin allotypes in humans].
Hydrophilic areas of human polypeptide chains are obvious antigenic determinants for the allotypes of the Km-and Gm-system if they are located within special exposed segments of the native molecule. Allotype associated exchanges of amino acids are observed likewise in fewer hydrophilic segments. Even in strongly hydrophilic areas of polypeptide chains, antigenic determinants, characteristic for known iso- and allotypes, have not so far been observed. The prediction of antigenic determinants, exclusively based on the hydrophily of segments of polypeptide chains seems to be doubtful.